
The creation of the American Guide Series was a massive undertaking that involved thousands 
of people with varying degrees of writing ability spread out over all 48 states. These writers and 
would-be writers submitted their essays and tours to the Federal Writers’ Project's central 
office to be read, often rewritten, proofread, fact-checked, and prepared for printing. 
 
To manage this burden, the central office created style guides for the various parts of the 
books. For the tours, the style guide spelled out the specifics of what writers should include in 
their copy, how to refer to sites, historical locations, people, and industry. The style guide was 
even particular about the directions in which the tours should run (north to south or east to 
west), no matter if a different approach seemed more accessible. The drives also focused on 
main roads, mostly federal or state highways. 
 
Of course, there was a lot to see off these roads, and the guide covered them in “side tours,” 
which, not surprisingly, had their own set of procedures for how to present the information. 
There are two side tours in the miles covered in the articles presented in Woodstock magazine 
(here and here). Coincidentally, both are in Reading. The first is up Tyson Road to South 
Reading, and the second is up Baileys Mills Road to note two architecturally significant 
buildings. 
 
Part One of the tour mentions Baileys Mills Road when it describes the old roadbed of Route 
106. When the book was written, the intersection of the state highway and Baileys Mills Road 
was farther west of its current location.  
 
The side tour notes that a dirt road (as opposed to the gravel road, Route 106) “winds up the 
little valley of Mill Brook to what was long known—and still occurs on maps—as Baileys Mills, 
1.2m(iles).”  
 
The guide refers to the handsome, imposing structure on the left side of the road. Though the 
property started as a mill along the river, other businesses sprung up. The house and the 
surrounding land at one time included, according to the guide, “a carding mill, a blacksmith 
shop, and a general store.” The building itself had “six large family apartments, and, on the 
third floor, a dance-hall.” 
 
Local lore says that the cemetery in front of the stately building came into existence when 
David Hapgood, who lived near the property, sold the land to the town as a graveyard to keep it 
out of the hands of the road’s namesake, Levi Bailey. Though its official name is Baileys Mills 
Cemetery, it is often referred to as Spite Cemetery. 
 
In the house’s near 200-year existence, only three families have owned it. The most recent 
owners purchased it in 1968. In 1993, it became a three-bedroom bed and breakfast. 
 
North of the inn on a hill overlooking the road is a collection of buildings. Three of them are 
joined together, and the fourth sits some distance away. The guide notes that “extending the 
whole length of the brow of the hill (R) above Bailey’s Mills is Fairview Farm, a popular rural 



resort and one of the three or four outstanding examples of Vermont’s ‘continuous 
architecture.’” 
 
This style, the guide notes in an essay on architecture, “was the practice of connecting house, 
barns, and shed — a concession to the rigors of winter.” The text claims this style of 
architecture fell out of use because of sanitation concerns. However, the buildings of Fairview 
Farm, now a residence, were separated at the request of the company insuring the property to 
reduce the risk of fire spreading from building to building. 
 
In the style guide’s several pages of instruction on side tours, there is no mention of how to end 
those that do not continue back to the main tour or connect to a different tour. Non-curious 
drivers may have returned to Route 106 to continue on the tour, while others may have 
ventured further into some of the most rural and beautiful areas of Reading.  
 
Intrigued by the beauty, I would have kept going until I could go no further. 
 


